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PREFACE

It 1s my honour and privilege to submit the Report of the Auditor General on the Audit of
Accounts of Local Authorities (Councils) for the financial year ended 31" December 2022 in
accordance with the Provisions of Article 250 of the Constitution of Zambia (Amendment) Act
No. 2 of 2016, the Local Government Act No. 2 of 2019, the Constituency Development Fund
Act No. 11 of 2018 and the Public Finance Management Act No.1 of 2018.

My Office is mandated to audit the accounts of State organs, State institutions, Provincial
Administration, Local Authorities and institutions financed from public funds. In this regard, this
report covers the audit of all local authorities. I conducted audits on the local authorities to
determine whether the funds appropriated by Parliament and internally generated had been used

for the intended purpose and accounted for.

The audit was conducted in accordance with the International Standards of Supreme Audit

Institutions (ISSAls) which are the standards relevant for the audit of Public Sector entities.

The audit findings mentioned in this Report are those which were not resolved during the audit
process and those which were highlighted in the previous reports but had not been addressed at

the time of producing this report.
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65. Mansa Municipal Council

a.

ii.

Expenditure

Irregular Issuance of Imprest

Ministry of Finance Treasury and Financial Circular No.1 of 2020 guided controlling
officers that no cash should be withdrawn for payment of subsistence allowances,
fuel refunds and any other allowances as these should be paid directly into the
beneficiary’s account.

Contrary to the Circular, imprest in amounts totalling K79,201 was issued to two (2)
officers to facilitate payments of allowances to several officers instead of paying
directly into the beneficiaries” accounts.

Printing of Receipt Books from Private Institutions

Cabinet Office Circular No. 11 of 2020 which was effected in September 2020,

abolished the procurement and printing of Government/Parastatals documents from

private institutions.

However, during the period under review, the Council spent amounts totalling

K28,000 for printing documents such as receipts books and revenue collection books

using private printing Companies.

b. Operational Matters

i.

Trading from Undesignated places

A physical inspection carried out in February 2023 revealed that traders were
operating along a road behind Ministry of Water Development, Sanitation and
Environmental Protection offices and behind New Apostolic Church which were not

designated trading places. See pictures below.

Undesignated Trading Places



Failure to Create Access Roads

The Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources Circular No. 1 of 1985 and the Land
Administration and Allocation Circular No. 1 of 2015 requires plots to be surveyed,
beaconed, numbered and roads created before advertising them for public offering.
Contrary to the Circulars, the Council advertised and offered ninety (90) plots in
Chitamba area to the general public and collected plot premiums in amounts totalling

K444,500 without creating access roads. See pictures below.

Chitamba Small Holding Plots — No Access Roads



