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1 Government Innovation 

2 Climate Change

3 Young People

Youth Climate Action Fund Global Reach & Impact
Three Focus Areas of the Youth Climate Action Fund

Council members danced with the community at a climate change 

sensitization event 
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Global Program Impact
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$11.3M
total funding (USD) disbursed 

globally by cities 

10,000
young people 
(age 15–24) led local 
climate projects

98
cities 

participated

Youth Climate Action Fund Global Reach & Impact
Program Highlights Around the World

38
countries were 

represented

average microgrant 

award (USD) was

$3,800

3,000
projects funded by 

city microgrants
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Program Highlights and Results
in Mansa



6

Highlights from the Youth Climate Action Fund in 

Mansa

Students participated in a climate change sensitization event,       

where they proudly showed off their new plants

Youth and program leaders gathered to 

commemorate the launch of YCAF in Mansa
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$150,000
Funding (USD) for local 

youth-led projects##

Mansa Youth Climate Action Fund Outputs

4
Projects on        

Circular Economy

221
Youth leading      
local projects        
and events

39
Youth-led projects 

focused on 
climate action

Average microgrant            
award (USD) was

$3,151

10
Local organizations 

engaged

YOUTH-LED PROJECTS
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PROJECT IMPACT

$4,500
Microgrant Award (USD)

185
Youth Participants

53
Home gardens created     
in households trained      

on sustainable practices

Project Highlight
Greener Plates, Greener Future

ABOUT THE PROJECT

Young people worked with households and schools to create home gardens and teach simple organic 

farming, composting, and water-saving practices. By helping families grow their own food and waste less,
youth improved local food security while lowering everyday pollution—showing practical ways communities 

could produce food more sustainably without relying on distant supply chains.
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PROJECT IMPACT

$3,000
Microgrant Award (USD)

6,713
Youth Participants

10
Film screenings of      

youth-produced videos

Project Highlight
Art for Change Climate Action Community Sensitization Project

ABOUT THE PROJECT

Youth artists created short films, cartoons, and a bilingual magazine explaining climate action in local 

language and context. By making climate issues understandable through visual storytelling, young people 

sparked conversations that inspired neighbors to plant trees, adopt cleaner waste habits, and actively 

participate in environmental stewardship in their communities.

40
Magazines produced
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PROJECT IMPACT

$2,000
Microgrant Award (USD)

185
Youth Participants

4
Drainage waste traps 

installed and maintained 
to reduce water pollution

Project Highlight
Clean Flow: Community Drainage Waste Trap Installation

ABOUT THE PROJECT

Youth installed nine drainage waste traps in Mansa to prevent plastic and other debris from flowing into 

local waterways, targeting areas prone to runoff where trash often clogs drains and causes flooding during 

heavy rains. By keeping drainage channels clearer, youth improved sanitation and reduced flood risk for 
surrounding neighborhoods.
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I have gained invaluable knowledge 
and skills to champion climate action in 
my city, empowering me to make a 
positive impact on our environment.

— Mansa Youth Microgrant Participant

Mansa Municipal Council’s 
participation in the Youth Climate 
Action Fund program is a 
transformative milestone. It effectively 
decentralises climate action, placing 
the tools of innovation into the hands of 
those most affected by the future, the 
youth. This program doesn’t just plant 
trees; it plants the seeds of sustainable, 
accountable, and youth-inclusive local 
governance.

— Njikho Musuku, Mayor

Youth Climate Action Fund Impact in Mansa
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Key Learnings Across Cities
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Key Learnings Across Cities
Insights from our city and others participating in the Youth Climate Action Fund

Collaboration is shifting how cities work

Cities are embedding youth voice in decision-making, 

expanding pathways for youth leadership, and showing that 

small, targeted grants can help catalyze broader, longer-term 

change.

Co-creation strengthens outcomes and 

ownership

By designing projects with young people, our city and 

others are seeing more creative and relevant climate 

solutions, along with stronger ties between local 

government, youth, and communities.

Young people deliver when given 

responsibility

Across cities participating in the Youth Climate Action Fund, 

this work demonstrates that young people are effective 

organizers, communicators, and problem-solvers when they 

are trusted with responsibility, resourced appropriately, and 

given space to lead.

Partnerships amplify impact

Cities have built new cross-sector partnerships spanning 

schools, youth organizations, NGOs, universities, and 

local government, strengthening relationships that 

extend beyond individual projects and support 

sustained impact.
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